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ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT AT THE CEREMONY TO WELCOME THE 

CHIEF JUSTICE AND JUSTICE FLANAGAN 

 

May it please the Court. 

Chief Justice, 

This ceremony is, in part, to mark Your Honour’s appointment to lead this Court as its 

eighteenth Chief Justice. 

That appointment, made by the Executive Government, is, both for Your Honour and the 

people of the State, a highly important one. 

It has not been uncontroversial, including, as you know, from the Bar Association. But that 

controversy is, or should now be, in the past.  

Public confidence in the Courts of this State requires that this occur.  

You are, under the Supreme Court of Queensland Act  

“responsible for the administration of the Supreme Court … [and for the] orderly and 

expeditious exercise of the court's jurisdiction and power.”: s. 15 

Anyone who is appointed to that high office is, of course, to be accorded the respect and 

support of the community at large. 

In the discharge of your office as Chief Justice, you will have the support and respect of the 

Bar Association and its members, a significant number of whom are present here today. 

Chief Justice, you have recorded a wish to be judged by the people of this State on your 

performance in the discharge of the office, and you have set a challenge to carry out the 

performance of this high office to the best of your abilities so as to leave a legacy of which 

you can be proud.  
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In that respect and in the achievement of that objective, you also have the Bar Association’s 

support.  

Apart from the important statutory role a Chief Justice fulfils, there are many other functions 

which are performed by the Chief Justice.  

You will be the senior State judicial representative at national and international Judges’ 

meetings to discuss the means of improving the administration of justice in this State. 

As Chief Justice, it is inevitable that you will have many occasions to make public statements 

or deliver papers touching on matters of public interest or concern relating to the 

administration of justice in the State and the courts system generally. And, coming from the 

Chief Justice, they can be expected to carry significant weight: with that comes also a 

significant responsibility. 

As far as the Bar Association is concerned, you have the pivotal role to play of selecting 

those barristers to be appointed Queen’s Counsel in this State – a role Your Honour will be 

called on to perform in the near future. 

The Bar Association looks forward to Your Honour continuing the close involvement your 

immediate predecessor had in attending our conferences, both the State as well as the 

regional conferences when possible, being involved in our Continuing Professional 

Development programmes and other significant professional events. 

The Bar depends on the support of the members of this Court, and indeed Judges generally, to 

provide seminars and papers at conferences, to present CPD lectures or panel discussions, 

and to contribute to the Bar Practice Course to a degree which the public is unlikely to 

appreciate. Many judicial hours are spent preparing for and delivering that continuing legal 

development resource to our profession and we trust that this is something which will 

continue and do so with your encouragement.  

I trust one of the less burdensome duties Your Honour has to perform is to attend our annual 

Bar Association dinner – tonight as it turns out. I am hoping, in fact, that you and Justice 

Flanagan are not paying too close attention to what I and others are saying this morning as 

you may have occasion to hear some of it again very soon.  

The recent past cannot have been an easy time for your family. But with this ceremony comes 

an opportunity for us to express our best wishes to your wife Robyn as she helps you in the 

diverse roles which are performed by the Chief Justice, as well as wishing the rest of your 

family well for the future. 
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Justice Flanagan, 

Today is also the occasion to mark Your Honour Justice Flanagan’s appointment as a Justice 

of this Court.  

If the Chief Justice is the first among equals, as is sometimes said, then perhaps Your Honour 

is the last among equals – or perhaps it is better to say the most recent equals. 

That said, there are not many lawyers who would not be flattered (and rightly so) by being 

thought of as Your Honour’s equal. 

You have been at the Bar some three decades, the last twelve years as a silk. Your Honour 

had a diverse and highly desirable practice. Many of us at the Bar will be the grateful 

beneficiaries of your appointment.  

Often on occasions such as this, reference is made to some of the highlights of the 

appointee’s career.  

The highlight is really 30 or more years of work as a first class barrister and silk which has 

earned you the respect of the Bench, and the respect and admiration of your colleagues at the 

Bar and those who brief you.  

The Attorney-General, who as usual has the advantage of going first, has mentioned your 

involvement in a number of public inquiries. I will not repeat what he has said.  

Each was large and of public significance, and, in many ways, your preparedness to take on 

such matters was a matter of public service – as is your agreeing to become a Justice of this 

Court.  

Those who briefed you and appeared with or against you know of your quick mind and skill. 

You were a barrister who was able to be a fearless advocate of his client’s cause while 

remaining civil and dignified. The Association has no doubt that you will display the same 

civil and dignified demeanour in your new role. 

You have already, I understand, shown your characteristic diligence in helping out in the 

Applications Court when trials listed before you have not proceeded. One perhaps unintended 

consequence has been the extension of court sitting hours to facilitate dealing with some of 

the bail matters which have come before Your Honour.  

I have known Your Honour for about 45 years. At a much younger age, I thought you would 

follow a career path in music. I expect so did you. And such a splendid path it would have 

been. You have a love of art and music which many of us share, but you have the rare 

advantages of good taste, an enviable singing voice and musical ability.  
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In more recent years, the Bar Association has benefited from the considerable contributions 

you have made to it and its activities. You have assisted with a number of Continuing 

Professional Development seminars, focusing particularly on Administrative Law. You have 

also been involved with the administration of the Bar Practice Course, and, in particular, the 

Advocacy Intensive Weekends.  

Until your appointment you were an active member of the Bar Association’s Professional 

Conduct Committee (responsible for dealing with professional conduct issues). There are 

many other ways you have contributed to the Association’s affairs and I hope we can look to 

you to do so in different ways into the future.  

Again we congratulate you and wish you well in your role on the Bench.  

Chief Justice, Justice Flanagan 

If the Court pleases.  


