




been brought to my attention.
You have written "Outrage is growing over the Northern Territory
government’s ‘tough on crime’ agenda after a non-Indigenous driver was
spared jail for a fatal hit and run, a month after an Aboriginal driver with a
similarly clean record was sentenced to 18 months in prison for the same
crime."
 
That statement is both incorrect and misleading. They were not sentenced in
relation to the same crime.
 
You identify that other sentence as the matter of Rioli from August this year.
Rioli was charged with and convicted of both driving dangerously causing
the death of the victim and failing to stop the vehicle at the scene of the
incident. Danby was charged with and convicted of only the offence of
failing to stop the vehicle at the scene of the incident. He did not bear
criminal liability for the more serious offence of causing the death of the
deceased, and did not stand to be sentenced for that.
 
You have access to the Sentencing Remarks for both matters. As you are no
doubt aware, that distinction is apparent from the Sentencing Remarks in
Rioli. The offender in that matter was sentenced to imprisonment for three
years for dangerous driving causing the death of the victim. He was
sentenced to imprisonment for one year for failing to stop at the scene, with
six months of that to be served cumulatively. The total sentence of
imprisonment for three years and six months was suspended after the
offender has served 18 months.
 
The principles which apply to sentencing for driving dangerously causing
death are outlined by the Court of Criminal Appeal in the matter of The King
v Hunt [2024) NTCCA 9. Coincidentally, that matter involved a Caucasian
offender and an Aboriginal victim. A copy is attached.
 
Regards,
 

 
 
 
From: Michael Grant <Michael.Grant@nt.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 22 September 2025 10:50 AM
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Article in The Australian dated 20 September 2025

 

 
Can you please send an email to these journalists in the following terms.
 
In your article in The Australian dated 20 September 2025 you state:
 



"Outrage is growing over the Northern Territory government’s “tough on crime”
agenda after a non-Indigenous driver was spared jail for a fatal hit and run, a month
after an Aboriginal driver with a similarly clean record was sentenced to 18 months in
prison for the same crime."
 
That statement is both incorrect and misleading, and I invite you to correct it.
 
You identify that other sentence as the matter of Rioli from August this year. Rioli
was charged with and convicted of both driving dangerously causing the death of
the victim and failing to stop the vehicle at the scene of the incident. Danby was
charged with and convicted of only the offence of failing to stop the vehicle at the
scene of the incident. He did not bear criminal liability for the more serious offence
of causing the death of the deceased, and did not stand to be sentenced for that.
 
You have access to the Sentencing Remarks for both matters. As you are no
doubt aware, that distinction is apparent from the Sentencing Remarks in Rioli.
The offender in that matter was sentenced to imprisonment for three years for
dangerous driving causing the death of the victim. He was sentenced to
imprisonment for one year for failing to stop at the scene, with six months of that to
be served cumulatively. The total sentence of imprisonment for three years and six
months was suspended after the offender has served 18 months.
 
If you are interested in informing yourself further, the principles which apply to
sentencing for driving dangerously causing death are outlined by the Court of
Criminal Appeal in the matter of The King v Hunt [2024) NTCCA 9. Coincidentally,
that matter involved a Caucasian offender and an Aboriginal victim. A copy is
attached
 
Regards, et cetera et cetera
 




