




 
Until recently, these separation of powers issues were understood and respected.
In fact, on 28 April 2025, in response to a request from the Chief Executive, I
agreed to implement a procedure whereby the Attorney-General and the Chief
Executive were copied into communications by the Supreme Court to the media
as they were made. This was so that the Attorney-General and the Chief
Executive had advance notice of matters which might be the subject of questions
from the media in relation to communications from the Supreme Court. This was
not so that the Chief Executive could veto those communications. On 29 April
2025, the Chief Executive thanked me for my “understanding and willingness” to
implement that procedure. Those dealings and that arrangement were clearly
cognisant of the separation of powers issues involved. I have had no further
communication with the executive in relation to communications with the media
until I was advised of this new “policy”, which apparently and notably does not
exist in any written form.
 
I am extremely disturbed that you have purported to interfere with the Court’s
independence and operations in this fashion, and more disturbed that you have
done so without making any attempt to discuss the matter with me. Please confirm
without delay that you will no longer seek to interfere in this well-established
function of the Supreme Court, and that you will not purport to exercise any right of
veto concerning statements by the Supreme Court to media organisations under
the name of a “Court spokesperson”.
 
Regards
Hon Michael Grant AO
Chief Justice
 




