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Summary of the scheme

Renumeration and other allowances for Federal MPs and Senators are governed by the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017. This Act
creates a scheme that, in practice, empowers entitlement limits to be set by three distinct bodies: the Renumeration Tribunal, the IPEA, and
the Legislature itself.

The Renumeration Tribunal is an independent body which sets the annual salary of members, and a domestic travel allowance which covers
accommodation, meals and incidental expenses for nights spent travelling.

Other perks, including family reunion travel, international travel, and administrative expenses such as office supplies, are set by the
parliamentarians themselves via the Regulations. In some cases, quantifiable limits are set, however in many cases they can be surpassed with
the approval of the Prime Minister. In other cases, the use of public funds is highly discretionary, reliant on a self-approval process. Further
resources such as Commonwealth vehicles, office spaces, and insurance are determined at the discretion of the Finance Minister.

To moderate this high level of discretion, members (MPs and Senators) have underlying ethical obligations to use public resources for the
dominant purpose of conducting parliamentary business (Act s 26) and the requirement to ensure value for money (Act s 27). Members are
personally responsible for their use of public resources (Act s 25). Spouses, dependent children, member’s nominees are excluded from the
dominant purpose test (Act s 26, Regs s 97).

If members fails to meet their obligations, they must pay back the allowance provided (s 57), and may be subject to a penalty of 25% of the
value of public resources (ss 38, 39). Contraventions are determined by the IPEA (Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority), which
additionally sets some limits as to airfare prices.



Summary of Entitlements
Item

Amount/Entitlement

Renumeration of Senators and MPs — Determined by Renumeration Tribunal

Source

Base salary

$239,270

Act s 14(1);
Determination
s2.1

Office Holder’s salary

Applies to: Presiding Officers and
Deputies; Opposition Leaders and
Deputies; whips; Shadow Ministers;
Manager of Opposition Business;
members of the Speaker’s panel; chairs
and deputy chairs of parliamentary
committees (Act s 5).

Varies depending on role (see Determination Sch A for full list).
e Highest paid: $203,380 (Opposition Leader)
e Lowest paid: $7,180 (Chair of Senate Standing Committee of Senators’
Interests or Chair of a Parliamentary Committee concerned with
public affairs that is not otherwise specified)

Act s 14(3)(b);
Determination
ss2.3,2.5,
Schedule A

Electorate allowance

Varies depending on size of electorate:
e Base allowance: $39,700
e For electorates between 2,000km?-5,000 km?: an additional $7,500
e For electorates greater than 5,000 km?: an additional $17,400

Act s 14(3)(a);
Determination
s2.7

Vebhicles (to be used for non-commercial
purposes only)

e Private plated vehicle provided upon request
e MPs from an electoral division with an area of greater than 300,000
km? may:
o request a four wheel drive instead; and
o request an additional two four wheel drives (the cost of which
will be deducted from their electoral allowance and/or their
limit for transport costs for unscheduled commercial
transport)
e Members may request an allowance instead (see below)

Act s 14(2),
14(4)(a);
Determination
ss 3.1-3.10




Allowance in lieu of a vehicle
(‘additional electorate allowance’).

$19,500

Act s 14(4)(b)
Determination
s13.12

Allowance for internet or telephone
services at the Member’s private
residence.

For all members: payment for up to two services, including
installation, maintenance, rental, transfer, and call data costs.

If the person is a Minister, Leader or Deputy leader of the Opposition,
a presiding officer, or leader of a minority party, cost of additional
service for a private residence in Canberra.

If the person is a Chief Government Whip or Chief Opposition Whip,
the cost of an additional telephone service for a private residence of a
person not in Canberra or the cost of an additional telephone service
for a private residence of the person in Canberra.

Act ss 14(2),
14(4);
Determination
s 13.15

Ministerial Salaries

Cannot exceed a total of $5,692,500 (FYE 2026)

Paid as an additional percentage of the Base Salary (see above). For a helpful
summary, see this report by the Remuneration Tribunal (2025).

Prime Minister: $382,832

Deputy Prime Minister: $251,233.50

Treasurer & Leader of the Government in the Senate: $209,361.25
Leader of the House: $179,452.5

Ministers in Cabinet: $173,470.75

Other Minister who is also Manager of Government Business in
Senate: $161,507.25

Other Ministers: $137,580.25

Parliamentary Secretary who is also Manager of Government Business
in Senate: $83,744.5

Parliamentary Secretaries: $59,817.5

Act ss 55(1)(b)
Regs s 96
Constitution s
66

Superannuation Benefits

Employer contributions of 15.4% of total parliamentary salaries, but not
including certain allowances such as electorate allowances.

Parliamentary
Superannuation
Act 2004




For members sitting before 2004, defined benefits scheme as established by
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation Act 1948.

Travel expenses — Determined by the Regulations and Tribunal. Covers the cost of transport, but not accommodation or food.

Travel expenses for members

Members can claim all transport costs for travel within Australia, including:
e fares for travel by scheduled commercial transport
e charter or hire costs for travel by unscheduled commercial transport
(e.g. hired vehicles, taxis, chartered buses/aircraft)
e Car ferry costs
e Parking, fuel, excess reduction insurance, relief drivers
Transport costs excludes:
e Fares higher than business class
e Road tolls
e Fines or penalties
e Any costs not directly associated with the travel concerned

e The expense must be for the dominant purpose of conducting
parliamentary business (Act s 26), and must provide value for money
(Act s 27).

e For unscheduled commercial transport (including COMCAR), transport
costs are not covered in the member’s electorate if the member could
reasonably use their private plated vehicle instead (assuming they
had a private plated vehicle).

e If members do not have a private plated vehicle, but could have
reasonably used one in the circumstances, they are expected to use
the allowance they receive in lieu of a vehicle (see above, $19,500 per
year) instead of claiming taxi costs.

e For unscheduled commercial transport used for travel for the
dominant purpose of conducting electorate duties in the member’s

Act s 30
Regsss 4,5, 8,
13, 14, 99




electorates, limits also vary based on size. See list in Regs s 14.
Examples:
o Electorates greater than 300,000 km?: $120,000
o Electorates 10,000km2-25,000 km?: $10,420.
o Note that amounts unused (up to 20% of the total) may be
carried over into the following financial year.
The law in practice (from IPEA reference guide p. 14).
e |PEA provides parliamentarians with a Cabcharge card. It is up to the
Parliamentarians to decide about the reasonableness of this.

Travel expenses for other passengers Passengers can travel with the member for the purposes of parliamentary Acts 30
non-members business if they are reasonably required to do so. Regss 9
Limits IPEA reference
e Applies to travel on unscheduled commercial transport where there is | guide p. 14
no additional cost. If there is an additional cost, the passenger must
personally meet those costs.
e Does not apply to family members (see instead family reunion travel).
Private vehicle allowance Entitled to 88 cents per kilometre (fuel and running costs) for: Act s 31(2)

e Travel between member’s home base and Canberra
e Family member to travel to or from Canberra
e Spouse of a senior office holder to travel to or from Canberra

Regs ss 12, 27
Determination
6.1

Travel allowances — Determined by Renumeration Tribunal. Covers accommodation, meals, and incidental expenses for nights spent

travelling.

Travel allowances for members
(generally)

Members can claim accommodation, meals and incidental expenses for each
night they spend not in their principal place of residence (as nominated to
the IPEA). Rates vary depending on the member’s role, the city they are
visiting, and whether the accommodation is commercial or non-commercial.
Limits:

e (a) Members can claim up to 10 nights in a financial year

Act s 31(1)
Regs s 10




(b) Travel must be for the dominant purpose of conducting electorate
duties in a place outside the member’s electorate OR conducting
political duties at a location other than Canberra

(c) Must provide value for money

Exception to limits in (a) and (b): nights spent in transit for the
purpose of facilitating one of these journeys

One night in commercial
accommodation (incl. hotel, motel or
serviced apartment).

Members must provide a receipt
otherwise it will be taken to be non-
commercial accommodation.

Varies based on role and location.

Prime Minister or Acting Prime Minister: $641
Leader or Deputy Leader of the Opposition; Speaker or Deputy
Speaker; President or Deputy President and Chair of Senate
Committees; Chief Government Whip or Chief Opposition Whip;
Leader of a minority party: Varies - see Determination Schedule B.

o HornIsland $566 (most expensive)

o Sydney $518 (most expensive mainland city)

o Canberra $322 (least expensive)
Other members: varies — see Determination Sch B

o Horn Island $547 (most expensive)

o Sydney $499 (most expensive mainland city)

o Canberra $322 (least expensive)
Ministers where the accommodation is paid for by the
Commonwealth (Determination 5.5): the lesser of

o $223; and

o The cost of the Minister’s meals and incidental expenses for

the stay

Act s 31(2)
Determination
s5.2,55,5.7,
Schedule B

One night in non-commercial
accommodation (e.g. home of a family
member or friend)

1/3 of the rate that would apply if they were staying in commercial
accommodation.

Act s 31(2)
Determination
s5.3

One night in Canberra (commercial or
non-commercial)

Rate is the same for commercial and non-commercial accommodation and is
$322. Note that receipts are not required for overnight stays in Canberra.

Act s 31(2)
Determination
s5.3




See also IPEA reference guide p. 17

Accessible accommodation (for if a
member self-identifies as having a
physical limitation or impairment that
requires accessible accommodation
arrangements)

If the cost of accommodation is greater than the above base accommodation
rate, then they are also entitled to the difference between the cost of the
accommodation and the base accommodation rate.

The base accommodation rate is $223 for the PM, acting PM, Leader or
Deputy Leader of the Opposition; Speaker or Deputy Speaker; President or
Deputy President and Chair of Senate Committees; Chief Government Whip
or Chief Opposition Whip; Leader of a minority party and $203 for anyone
else.

Act s 31(2)
Determination
5.5A

Family reunion travel — Determined by the Regulations. Covers travel of family members for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life.

Family: spouse, nominee, dependent children, or other person nominated (must be member of immediate or extended family, or must be
substantially dependent on member, or must have significant caring responsibilities) (Regs s 4).

For the family of members who are not
senior office holders — costs of travelling
to Canberra and within local area.

Costs of travel to accompany a member who is travelling for the dominant
purpose of parliamentary business to Canberra and within their state and
territory (for senators) or local area of their electorate (for MPs).
Limits
e The value of 9x business class return airfares for spouse to travel to
and from Canberra.
e The value of 3x economy class return airfares for dependent child to
travel to and from Canberra.
e If the home base is within 150km of Parliament House by road, limit is
based on return airfares from Sydney to Canberra
Exceptions
e Incidental travel costs are not included in the limit.
e Fares can be exchanged for private vehicle allowance (see above). If
so, it is also not counted in the above limits.

Act s 30
Regs s 16, 17,
27,29




For the family of members who are not
senior office holders — Australia wide
travel

3x business class return fares are covered for Australia-wide family
reunion travel (per each member, not per each family member).

If the member is a single parent, a further 3x return fares for their
dependent children.

Note: fare can be exchanged for private vehicle allowance (see above)

Act s 30
Regs s 16, 17,
27,29

Additional travel for family members of
senior office holders (President of
Senate, Speaker of House of
Representatives; Ministers, Leader or
Deputy Leader of Opposition)

3x return fares for dependent child to travel to Canberra for family
reunion purposes (no higher than economy).

If the Minister approves, additional travel for a dependent child to
Canberra, or once per year to any place in Australia for family reunion
purposes

Note: fare can be exchanged for private vehicle allowance (see above)

Acts 30
Regs ss 18, 19

For infants and carers if the member is Any transport costs required for the child to accompany or join the member, | Acts 30
the mother of a child up to 12 months and the costs of a family member to accompany the child. Regss 21
old, and there are no further fares

available for the member’s family

Travel by spouse or nominee of a Spouses and nominees are covered for travel: Acts 30

member

Limits

as the member’s representative where the member is unable to
attend due to illness, parliamentary business or family reasons, and
the member’s attendance would have been for the dominant
purpose of parliamentary business:
o a funeral,
o a function where the member was to receive an award or
honour, or
o a function in the member’s electorate that the member was
invited to,
travel as an official invitee to an official government, parliamentary
or vice-regal function.

Travel must be via scheduled commercial transport, taxi or other

charted transport car service, or Commonwealth transport.

Regs ss 22, 23




Other than this requirement, there does not appear to be any limit.

Travel as spouse of senior office holder e Transport costs to attend engagements to which the spouse is invited, | Acts 30
(President of Senate, Speaker of House in their capacity as spouse of senior office holder; and Regs s 24
of Representatives; Ministers, Leader or e Transport costs for family reunion purposes.
Deputy Leader of Opposition) Limits
e Travel must be via: scheduled commercial transport, taxi or other
charted transport car service, or Commonwealth transport.
e Other than this requirement, there does not appear to be any limit.
Note that the Guardian reports having access to an explanatory document
about the Regulations which says that travel for senior office holders is
‘relatively unlimited in respect of total expenses claimable each year’.
Incidental transport costs Covers Acts 30

Limits

Travel that is for the purposes of commencing or completing a
journey that includes the covered travel,

Travel by member’s spouse or nominee between their
accommodation in Canberra and Parliament house.

Parking fees for a vehicle used by a family member to commence or
complete the journey that includes covered travel.

Travel must be via scheduled commercial transport, taxi or other charted
transport car service, or Commonwealth transport.

Reg ss 25, 26

International travel — Determined by the Regulations.

International Travel Expenses
(generally)

Includes:

Transport within and between other countries
Accommodation costs

Meal costs

Pre-travel medical expenses (e.g. vaccinations)
Medical supplies & emergency medical expenses

Act ss 30, 31
Regs s 35,




e Laundry and dry cleaning

e Official or diplomatic passports (incl costs of obtaining visas and
photographs)

e Taxes, booking fees and other costs normally associated with the
above expenses.

Presiding officers and their
representatives

Who it applies to
e Presiding officers (President of Senate and Speaker of House of
Representatives)
e Members representing presiding officers
e Accompanying spouses

o if spouses also undertake substantial independent travel, this
must also be approved by the presiding officer, or Prime
Minister (as applicable below).

o For spouses, transport costs can only be used for the purpose
of accompanying the member, or engaging in a spouse
program

e Up to accompanying two staff members, but if there is a spouse, only
one staff member.
Requirements
e International travel must be approved by a presiding officer
e [f the travel exceeds the below limit, the travel must be approved by
the Prime Minister.
Limit
Maximum of $250,000 per presiding officer per financial year. Limit can be
exceeded with the Prime Minister’s approval.

Regs ss 38(2),
39,40

Regs ss 35,
38(1), 39, 40,
41

The Prime Minister

Includes
e International travel expenses (as above)
e Additional expenses as are reasonably required for the conduct of the
Prime Minister’s official duties, including:

Regs ss 42,43




o Hiring office space, interpreters, hospitality, newspapers and
other consumables, booking and cancellation fees, other
associated fees and charges

Additional persons
e International travel expenses are also covered for the Prime
Minister’s accompanying spouse, accompanying staff members,
medical doctor, and interpreter.
Requirements
e Approval of the Prime Minister
Limits
e There do not appear to be any limits, other than guidelines produced
by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.

Ministers and their representatives

Includes: International travel expenses (as above)
Who it applies to
e Ministers
e Staff members accompanying the Minister
e An accompanying spouse
e Members representing the Minister, Prime Minister, or the
Government of Australia (in which case they may bring only one staff
member and their spouse).
Requirements:
e Approval of the Prime Minister

Regss 42, 44,
45, 46

Members of the Opposition

Includes: International travel expenses (as above)
Who it applies to
e The Opposition Leader in the House of Representatives
e A member of the opposition
e Up to two accompanying staff members
Requirements
e Approval by the Leader of the Opposition
Limit: The value of 4x round the world first-class airfares.

Regs ss 47, 48,
49, 50




Leader of a Minority Party

Includes: International travel expenses (as above)
Who it applies to
e The leader of a minority party
e A member of the minority party
e Up to two accompanying staff members
Requirements
e Approval by leader of the Minority party
Limit: The value of 1x round the world first-class airfare.

Regs ss 51, 52,
53,54

Parliamentary Delegations

Includes

e International travel expenses (as above)

e Extended travel for the member if the airfares cost less than those
which would otherwise be claimed, and the cost of the extended
travel for the member and their spouse do not exceed that saving

e Expenses for official hospitality up to a maximum of $5,000 if a
presiding officer leads the delegation, and $2,500 otherwise

e Facilities and services necessary for meetings of the delegation

Who it applies to

e Members part of a parliamentary delegation

e Spouses accompanying the member if the airfares cost less than those
which would otherwise be claimed for travel, and the cost of airfares
for the member’s spouse do not exceed that saving

Requirements
e Approval of member’s travel by both presiding officers

Regs ss 55, 56,
57

International travel incidentals e For members $63 per day Regs s 58
allowance (allowance for incidental e For a staff member or medical doctor accompanying the Prime

expenses) Minister $40 per day.

International travel equipment For members, staff members and medical doctors, $430. Regs s 60

allowance (for equipment and clothing)

Limit: not payable to a person more than once per period of 36 months.




International travel meal allowance

For members and staff members travelling with or representing presiding

officers or as part of a parliamentary delegation, amount determined by the
IPEA.

Regs s 61

Public resources — determined by the Commonwealth Finance Minister. Includes resources such as vehicles, additional offices, and any
other public resources in exceptional circumstances so long as they provide value for money.

Commonwealth Vehicles

The Minister may determine the circumstances in which Commonwealth Acts 33
transport may be used by a member, a family member, or a person travelling | Regs s 63
with the member.

Canberra based self-drive vehicles The Minister may determine the circumstances in which a Canberra-based Acts 33
self-drive vehicle may be provided (including all usual expenses such as Regs ss 63A,
insurance, petrol, fuel, parking and insurance). 63B

Commonwealth Transport for Security Members can use Commonwealth transport if the Minister is satisfied it isto | Regs s 94A

Purposes ensure the personal safety of a member.

Offices The Minister may prescribe one or more offices in the member’s electorate, | Acts 33

and temporary office accommodation and facilities in capital cities.
Department of Finance Webpage (21 August 2025) suggests that the
Minister’s present determination is as follows:
e For MPs
o One office for electorates smaller than 25,000km?
o Two offices for electorates between 25,000km? — 350,000km?
o Three offices for electorates larger than 350,000km?
e For senators: one office in the state or territory they represent
e For parliamentary secretaries: an additional office space in their
primary electorate office to accommodate additional staff

An additional office is prescribed for the presiding officer, a senior office
holder in the opposition, and the leader of a minority party.

Regs ss 72,73

Resources for Offices

The Minister may also prescribe public resources reasonably required for the
conduct of parliamentary business in offices provided by the Commonwealth

Acts 33
Regs s 74




including (but not limited to) furniture, information and communications
technology, office equipment, audio visual equipment, car parking, signage,
security, post office boxes, flagpoles, and training.

Resources during election periods

The Minister may prescribe public resources reasonably required for
conducting parliamentary business of the Leader of the Opposition during an
election period.

Acts 33
Regss 75

Other

The Minister can determine the allocation of other public resources outside
of the manner specified by the regulations in exceptional circumstances, so
long as they provide value for money.

In deciding this, exceptional circumstances include: family or caring
responsibilities, natural disasters, if the resource would represent value for
money, whether the member’s needs can otherwise be addressed by the Act,
and anything else the Minister considers relevant.

Acts 33
Regs s 77

Work expenses and other public resources — Determined by the Regulations.

Office expenses

Annual budget varies based on role and indexes every year due to inflation.
Below values are as of FYE 2025-2026
e Senators: $136,570.86
e MPs:
o $170,631.24 and
o $1.272 for each enrolled voter in the member’s electorate.

For full list of what office expenses can be spent on, see list in Regs s 66(1).

Iltems not subject to the budget include approved items provided for work
health and safety, toilet paper, hand towels for bathroom use, and hand
wash soap pumps, newspapers, office stationary and supplies provided by
parliamentary departments at Parliament House (see Finance Webpage).

Acts 32
Regs s 66, 67,
102




Limits
e No limits as to individual categories of office expenses, except
broadcast radio cannot exceed 1/3 of the office expenses budget.

Postage costs Postage expenses for the purposes of conducting official duties are covered Acts 32
for senior office holders who are a member of the Opposition and the leader | Regs s 68
of a minority party.

Photography services 2 photography session Parliament House per member per financial year. Acts 32
Cost for all members is limited to a combined total of $250,000. Regs s 69

Flags Flags that are hung on a sitting day for presentation to constituents or Acts 32
organisations (subject to availability, and at the discretion of the Sergeant-at- | Regs s 70
Arms or Usher of the Black Rod).

Leasing an additional office in a Maximum amounts (indexed annually, varies on electorate size) Acts 32

member’s electorate for at least 3 e 3,500km? - 5,000km?: $63,621.21 (including GST) Regss 71

months for the dominant purpose of o Nb: need approval of Special Minister of State for electorates

conducting parliamentary business. of this size

e 5,000km?2-25,000km?: $63,621.21
This is on top of any offices provided by e 25,000km? or greater: $25,448.49
the Commonwealth Additional limits
e The office cannot be used for commercial purposes
e Members can only have one lease
e Does not relate to hire-purchase agreements
Other resources
Insurance cover for parliamentary Insurance policies to be approved by the Minister. Acts42(1)

business

Insurance also to cover spouses of Prime Minister, presiding officer, and
Minister

Regs s 78, 29.

Legal assistance for Ministers (or former
Ministers appointed after 24 May 1990)

Covers:
e Costs of legal representation
e Damages or costs, and fines or penalties
e Reasonable amount payable in settlement of proceedings

Acts42(1)
Regs ss 81, 82,
82A, 83-86, 91




Requirements
e Approval by the Attorney-General (considering matters listed in s 86),
noting some exceptions such as if the Attorney-General is involved in
the matter
e Costs must be reasonable as certified by the Secretary
e Any award of costs must be paid to the Commonwealth
Exceptions
e Assistance is not to be given in relation to proceedings or subpoena
relating to the National Anti-Corruption Commission

Renumeration of other persons

Renumeration for former Members

Determined by Remuneration Tribunal.

Includes:

Post-retirement travel expenses such as 3x commercial fares for transport to
and from Canberra or other office in the first three months of becoming a
former member (can also be substituted for private vehicle allowance)

Resettlement allowance: applies only where

(a) a person did not retire voluntarily — e.g. their political party failed to
endorse them, they were not re-elected, or their seat disappeared from re-
drawing of electoral boundaries; and,

(b) the person is not entitled to a retiring allowance under the Parliamentary
Contributory Superannuation Act, or, if they were elected on or after 9
October 2004, they declare in writing to the Clerk of the relevant House of
Parliament that they intend to seek employment.

Entitlement:

e $119,635 for Senators who have served <3 years, or a MP (or
Senators from a Territory) who served for a continuous period of
more than one term

e $59,817.5 for any other MP/Senator

Act s 15(a)
Determination
s4.2

Determination
s4.7




Renumeration for estates of persons
who die as a member

See equation in Determination 4A.2

(AxB)/26
A: Base salary (5239,270)
B: the lesser of 13; and, the number of years, rounded down to the nearest
whole year, in the period between the most recent day on which the person
became a member of a relevant Parliament for the person and the day on
which the person died

Act s 15(b)
Determination
4A.2

Remuneration for former Prime
Ministers

Includes goods, services, premises, equipment, facilities, allowances, or
expenses that are paid to:

e Aformer PM

e A spouse of dependent child of a former PM

e Someone who was employed by a former PM
As determined by the present PM by writing

Acts 16




